Gateway Primary School   Maths Policy
Aims and Objectives
Gateway Primary School aims to:
· offer children a balanced curriculum following the New Primary Framework for Mathematics in both key stages and the Foundation stage. 

· develop both an enjoyment and a fascination for mathematics through an appreciation of the basic structure of the subject;

· enable children to cope with everyday problems in life, at their appropriate level of development;

· use mathematics as a way of communication, through description and/or interpretation either pictorially, orally or in written form;

· encourage children to become both independent and co-operative learners, through working as individuals and as group members; 

· promote speaking and listening opportunities where possible e.g. within problem solving activities and group work.

· encourage creativity, whereupon children may find their own methods of solving problems;

· enable children to work systematically, developing their own logical thought;

· give children confidence in tackling all types of mathematical task.

· give children the opportunity to undertake investigations and problem solving activities as part of their maths curriculum. 
Planning, Delivery and Organisation
With the exception of Year 6, we will use the new Primary Framework to inform long term planning, blocks of weekly unit plans and daily Numeracy lessons.

Where possible, unit plans should follow the teaching cycle of:  

Review, Teach, Practise, Apply, Review.

- To maintain progression and continuity, Year 6 will begin to use the New Primary Strategy at the beginning of the 2008/9 academic year.  Until then staff will continue to use the National Numeracy  Strategy to inform their planning and teaching.
▪Long Term Planning
· Links should be made to other curriculum areas where relevant.  

· Blocks can be placed anywhere in the long term plan providing the units within each block are taught in order.
▪ Medium Term Planning

· Medium Term planning can be taken straight from the block plans on the Primary Strategy website.   These termly plans should list objectives as well as use and application.
▪ Short Term (Unit) Planning 

· Individual units should be planned to follow the review, teach, practise, apply, review teaching procedure.

· At the beginning of a year group (Term 1) Prior Learning lessons should be planned for and taught to inform planning of the rest of the unit.  

· Learning should be reviewed once the unit is completed to assist planning of the same unit in the next term.

· It is possible to navigate back to the prior year group’s planning to access suitable, achievable objectives for lower ability groups. 
▪ Daily Maths Lessons
 Maths should be taught each day. Lessons will follow the three part model: 
· oral work and mental calculation

· main teaching input and pupil activities

· plenary session.

Continuity, Progression and Record Keeping

Using the Primary Strategy to inform planning should ensure progression and continuity. A review of each unit’s lessons should inform planning for the next unit within a particular block. Space is provided on the planning sheets for comments on children’s progress and reflections on the unit.

At the beginning of the academic year it will be necessary to plan and teach one or two prior learning lessons.  This should indicate knowledge children have already acquired and what skills they need to work on before they can properly access the unit.  There is space on the unit planning proforma for reflective comments at this point.  Staff planning Numeracy during this first term will need to consider planning time after prior learning days in order for learning to be reviewed.  Feedback should also be shared between all year group classes.
Planning should be saved in the Tdrive/Planning/Year Group and added to as the three units are taught within each block. This will ensure that any misconceptions can be readdressed when the same block is taught in the next term and that all objectives are covered.

Equal opportunities and Special needs

All children must have the opportunity and the encouragement to reach their full potential regardless of race, creed or sex. To give plenty of opportunities for discussion and language development, it is important that children attempt lots of practical and problem solving activities. 

Classroom management and Teaching approaches

We would normally expect classes to be organised in three ability groups. Occasionally teams ability group across the year. This should only be done after consultation with and agreement by the postholder.
Each classroom will have an organised area for equipment and display. Children should use this area to select appropriate materials for a task, both independently and in conjunction with peers and staff.

On occasions where there are two teachers within a Maths lesson, both teachers should have defined roles.  For example; one leading teacher and one teacher supporting a group or individual learner  (see Bilingual & SEN policies.) 

Teachers should undertake an equal share of planning and record keeping.

Displays should reflect current or recent maths work.

Resources and Classroom Equipment
The general maths stock room is on the top floor of the building, between the children's toilets. Please ensure equipment is returned when not in use.  The key for this room is currently kept in 6 Sapphire and children should only be allowed access when accompanied by an adult.
Every year group has own selection of maths planning resources which will be revised and updated with new resources supported by the New Primary Strategy.   
Each classroom has its own maths area, which contains materials required for everyday use in mathematical activities. Materials should be labelled and kept in an orderly way to facilitate effective use by both staff and children. It is often a good idea to have your maths display board next to this area, it helps children to locate the area easily.

Each junior classroom has some calculators that have been marked with the appropriate year group. Four class sets are based in years five and six.

Homework

Maths will be given as part of the general homework policy. This will generally be reinforcement of class based work, consolidation and mental maths practise.
