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for
____________________

Gateway Primary School provides a happy, thriving learning environment. Our last OFSTED Inspection (June 2008) gave the following summary of the school:

Overall grade: Outstanding

‘Gateway is an 'exceptional school' said a parent, echoing the views of many. This view endorses the school's accurate evaluation of its work and the inspection judgement of outstanding. Despite the significant disruption caused by major building works, Gateway has sustained its high expectations, not least because of the inspirational guidance of the headteacher and his senior team. The overwhelming majority of parents are very supportive of the school and are happy that their children achieve so well. 'The school is the hub of our local community and always aims for the highest standards' commented a parent.’

The school endeavours to provide a safe and secure environment for the children to succeed. To do this the staff of the school, the children and their parents must try and support each other to produce the best possible progress for the child.

At Gateway we try to provide a broad and balanced curriculum where the children have access to a wide variety of opportunities.  Music, games and ICT are encouraged and all children are given the opportunity to develop a variety of interests.  However, our main objective is to give our children the skills and knowledge they need in order to have a good start in their secondary school.  Whilst results vary from year to year the following table gives an indication of the levels we are trying to achieve and improve on:

Standards in Subjects

The table below shows the standards achieved by 11 year olds in 2010 based on the National Curriculum tests:

	Performance in
	Percentage of children 
achieving level 4+
	Percentage of children 
achieving level 5+

	English

	94%
	42%

	Maths

	90%
	58%




To achieve these standards your child’s regular and punctual attendance is essential, as is your involvement with the regular homework the school sets. 


Homework Policy (as agreed by parents and staff at a series of meetings)

From the earliest age we encourage our children to do homework and we ask for parents' support with this. Children should be able to have some quiet time to do their work and the support and encouragement of their family is of great benefit. From Reception to Year 6 children will take their reading books and reading record booklet home each evening. Please read the separate advice about using the reading record booklet. All children in the juniors and many in year 2 will have started to learn their times table and will have something to learn each night.

Nursery:  Full time children will take a different book home each week to look at and read with their parents. All children will take home pieces of work to talk about with you.

Reception:  Children should have already been encouraged to share books with their parents each day and this will continue.  Once they have settled into school, they will be bringing their drawing and phonic work home regularly. When appropriate, children will start bringing home their reading, reading record booklet and spelling cards.

Year 1:  Spelling practice will be issued weekly. On Friday some literacy or numeracy work will be given for the weekend. Holiday homework will also be issued.

Years 2:  Spelling practice will be issued weekly. Written homework will be sent home three times a week.  In addition children are expected to read and learn their tables each evening.  Holiday work will also be given.

Years 3:  Spelling practice will be issued weekly. Written homework will be sent home three times a week.  In addition children are expected to read and learn their tables each evening. Occasional Science work will be issued. Holiday work will also be given.

Years 4: Spelling practice will be issued weekly. Written homework will be sent home three times a week. In addition children are expected to read and learn their tables each evening.  Occasional Science work will be issued. Holiday work will also be given.

Years 5: Literacy and maths homework is given out each evening. In addition children are expected to read and learn their tables each evening. Spelling practice will be issued weekly. Holiday work will also be given.

Years 6:  Literacy and maths homework is given out each evening. In addition children are expected to read and learn their tables each evening. Spelling practice will be issued weekly. Holiday work will also be given.

By the time they leave Gateway our children should be well used to doing a significant amount of homework each evening and this should help smooth the transition for them when they start secondary school.



The Agreement

Gateway Primary School

The School will try to:

· provide a safe, secure and caring environment

· provide a broad and balanced curriculum to meet the needs of your child

· encourage your child to produce the highest standards of work and behaviour

· keep you fully informed of your child’s progress and school developments

· contact you immediately if we have cause for concern about your child 

· be open and welcoming to parents and, if necessary, arrange to speak to parents at the earliest opportunity.

 (
Teacher’s Signature____________________________
)
The Parents/Guardians

I / we shall try to:

· make sure my child attends school regularly

· make sure my child arrives at school before the 8.55 start

· make sure my child wears the correct school uniform and brings the correct clothing for sports

· encourage my child with their reading and homework

· attend the various meetings held throughout the year

· support the school by encouraging my child to work hard and behave well.

 (
Parent’s Signature____________________________
)




The Child

I shall:

Keep the school rules

· treat everyone with consideration and respect 
· do all my classwork and homework as well as I can
· walk quietly about the school
· use the correct stairs
· stay in the playground at playtimes unless I have permission to come into the building
· leave money, toys and sweets at home
· leave jewellery at home – it is dangerous in P.E.


 (
Child’s Signature____________________________
)






Together we shall:

· encourage our children to do their best

· continue to make Gateway a happy, thriving and successful school.
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